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On Day 1 of the Creation Week God 

Created the Heavens, Earth, and Light 
Nathan Clay Brummel 

 

 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, 

and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 

the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light 

was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

Genesis 1:1-5 

 

 
 

 

A Book Named ‘Genesis’ 

  

The Hebrews entitled the first book of the Bible after the first words in it: “Bereshith” 

which we translate “in the beginning.” The Greek Septuagint translated this same phrase as 

“Genesis”—and the Latin and English followed. 

“Genesis” is a fitting title for this book of beginnings. This book tells us about the creation 

of the world in six days. The first book of the Bible tells us about the creation and Fall of our first 

parents. It contains the first revelation about the covenant of grace. Genesis tells us about the origin 

of the Hebrews from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It provides the background and many theological 
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pillars that undergird the gospel of Jesus. Jesus is first revealed by prophecy in this book. He is 

revealed as the “seed of the woman.” We are told that the “scepter will not depart from Judah.” 

Christ is revealed in types and shadows. Melchizedek is a type of Christ who combines the offices 

of priest and king. Isaac, whom Abraham sacrifices in faith, is a type of the Son of God.  

So, Genesis is a book of beginnings. 

When Moses wrote “In the beginning,” he is referring to the beginning of time, space, and 

history. 

God was there in the beginning. The beginning is the start of time and history. In the 

beginning God was.  

God had an eternal plan which He now began to carry out in space and time. He creates a 

new planet. He has a plan to glorify His grace by His redemptive work in this virgin planet. 

 

Moses, the Inspired Author 

 

How could Moses write about origins? One way that he could write accurately about 

creation, the Fall, and the Flood of Noah was due to information about this history being passed 

down to him from his ancestors. Remember that Shem was still alive when Abraham was young. 

Moses was several generations removed from Joseph and Jacob. So, some of what he writes about 

origins—and the Flood of Noah and the lives of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were passed down to 

him.  

But Moses also had direct context and face to face communication with the Creator. During 

the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, God treated Moses as a unique prophet. When Miriam 

and Aaron jealously rebelled against Moses’ leadership, God set them straight. God mentioned 

that there were prophets and then there was Moses the prophet. God spoke face to face with him—

with the results that Moses’ glowing and shining face scared the Israelites. So God could have 

communicated directly with Moses about the creation of the world. God spoke to Moses face to 

face as one speaks to a friend. 

The Bible teaches that Moses wrote the Pentateuch (the books of Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 3:15: “Yes, to 

this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.” Jesus states in John 5:46-47: “For if 

you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe his 

writings, how will you believe my words?” 
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Yes, I know that commentaries written by Higher Critics (by unbelieving biblical scholars) 

claim that Genesis 1, for example, was written by a Priestly editor while Genesis 2 was written by 

a Yahwistic editor. They base this claim on the fact that the name “Elohim” is used for God in 

Genesis 1 while the name “Jehovah” or “Yahweh” is used in Genesis 2. But this is all nonsense 

and confusion. Higher Critics act like the Pentateuch was written by several different editors 

extremely late in Israel’s history. Higher Critics claim that the Bible is filled with errors about 

historical events and doctrine. But it was God who inspired Moses to write these books. 

In the beginning God created an earth that was unformed and void of inhabitants. 

 

Mighty Elohim 

 

The God who creates the earth is identified by Moses as “Elohim.” God dominates Genesis 

chapter 1. The chapter is about Him and His creative might. 35 times Moses refers to “Elohim” in 

this chapter. This chapter is about the greatness and grandeur of our Creator God. The name 

“Elohim” emphasizes the might of our God. God’s might and His tremendous glory is evident as 

He creates planet earth. 

This name for God is in the plural—although it is attached to a singular verb (create). There 

are two possible explanations for this. First, this is a plural of majesty to celebrate the infinite 

greatness of the eternal King. Second, the plural hints at the plurality of persons within the 

Godhead. R. Kent Hughes wrote: “God existed in plural unity as the Holy Trinity.” Genesis 1 

already reveals the glory of the one true God as a Triune God. In the second verse of the Bible, we 

meet God the Holy Spirit, who hovers over the formless earth. We discover a plurality of persons 

as God states prior to the creation of man: “Let us make man in our image.” In addition, God the 

Father creates through His spoken word—and the 2nd person of the Holy Trinity is identified in 

the Bible as the Word. All three persons of the Holy Trinity are active in creation. 

God existed in the beginning because He is the eternal God. Moses who wrote Genesis 1, 

in the lyrics of Psalm 90 celebrated the eternal existence of God: “Before the mountains were 

brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you 

are God” (Psalm 90:2). No creature existed until our eternal God spoke a creative word and called 

them into existence in time, space, and history. God Himself exists above time and history. Mark 

Vander Hart has written: “He is above, before, underneath, and after time, space, and all things.” 
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The eternal God made a sovereign and free choice to create the heavens and the earth. He 

chose to do this for His glory. God always acts for the glory of His name. Moses knew that and 

that is why when God was angry with the Israelites for supporting the ten unbelieving spies and 

wanted to destroy them, Moses appealed to God’s reputation. He pointed out that if the surrounding 

nations heard that He had destroyed the Israelites in the wilderness they would think that God had 

done this because He was unable to bring them into the Promised Land. In effect, Moses was 

saying that God’s reputation would suffer. God responded by forgiving the Israelites. And listen 

to what God immediately says: “I have pardoned—But, truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be 

filled with the glory of the LORD…” God is assuming that the fame of His name will spread. He 

will act for the glory of His name. 

That is why Christians do not need to defend God. God doesn’t need defense. It is true that 

we can stand for the gospel. We can engage in apologetics. But it is Christians who need defending, 

not God. God defends His people. 

So, God created the world for the glory of His name and for the revelation of the glory of 

His grace in the work of redemption. 

 

Only God Creates 

 

God created the heavens and planet earth. The verb “create” is “barah” in the Hebrew. The 

original meaning of the Hebrew verb “barah” was “to shape by cutting.” So, the picture is of a 

sculpture who shapes an object by cutting stone. So, the word came to mean “create” since God is 

using artistic ingenuity as he brings new creatures into existence. It is striking that this word for 

create is only and ever used to refer to an act of God. Only God creates. Another word that is used 

in Genesis 1 is “make” and that word is used to describe how humans make things. But never does 

a man “create”. God is incomparably unique as Creator. In Isaiah 40:25-26, God states: 

 

To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? Says the Holy One. Lift up 

your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, 

calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might and because he is strong in power, 

not one is missing. 

 

At three crucial junctures in Genesis 1 the verb “barah” is used to refer to an act of God. 

First, God creates the heavens and planet earth. Second, God creates the first animate life with the 

creation of the fish and birds. Third, God creates man. 
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At the beginning of creation, God created the heavens. The word “heavens” can refer to at 

least three things: (1) the sky with the atmosphere, (2) space, and (3) Paradise where the angels 

dwell with God. Since the atmosphere has not yet been created—apparently that occurs on the 

second day—the reference here is probably to both the space around planet earth and Paradise. 

Many commentators immediately jump to the idea that the words “heavens and earth” 

together stand for everything in the universe. But we need to first recognize what is meant by the 

“heavens”. 

The word “heavens” is in the plural—perhaps it is fitting that we understand by this word 

at least two things: (1) first the space around the new planet and (2) the dwelling place of the 

angels. 

In the beginning God also created the angels. He would also have created Heaven as a 

dwelling place for them. God created a throne-room in Heaven where the angels, archangels, 

seraphim, and cherubim could worship and serve Him. 

We know that the angels existed during the upcoming days of creation—since they watched 

with amazement. God asks in Job 38:4: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me if you have understanding.” In Job 38:7 God then speaks about how when the foundations 

of the earth were created, the angels were present: “when the morning stars sang together and all 

the sons of God shouted for joy?” 

And God created planet earth. He made the mass of our planet-although we discover in the 

second sentence of the Bible that it was unformed and unfilled. 

 

Just an “Introductory Encapsulation”? 

 

 God created the matter of planet earth on the first day. He also created time and space—

and, therefore, the space around the earth. John Whitcomb and Henry Morris correctly understood 

Genesis 1:1 to be referring to the original creative activity at the beginning of the first day.  

 Danny Faulkner and Lee Anderson Jr. argue that Genesis 1:1 does not refer to any distinct 

creative activity on the first day but are rather “an example of introductory encapsulation.” 

(Faulkner, 2016, p. 43) They take Genesis 1:1 to be providing a brief summary of what is 

elaborated in the rest of Genesis chapter 1. They give three reasons for this. First, they claim that 

the reference to “heaven and earth” is a merism. (Faulkner, 2016, pp. 44-45) Since “heaven and 

earth” refer to the entirety of the creation, therefore, the combination of words is summarizing 
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what is recorded about the heaven and earth in Genesis 1:2-2:3. It is not describing a creative act. 

My problem with this claim is that it provides no record of God creating the material of planet 

earth. It is not self-evident that the reference to “earth” is referring to the fact that God would create 

dry land and oceans on planet earth on the third day. It does not refer to all the plant life or animals 

that God would create on planet earth. I do not see how the reference to “heaven” needs to refer to 

the firmament that would be created on the second day or the heavenly luminaries that would be 

created on the fourth day. It seems to me that it can refer to the space around the new planet and 

might also point to the creation of the heavenly Paradise. 

 If Genesis 1:1 is not describing a creative activity, then we have no account of the creation 

of either the material of planet earth or time and space. Under this reading, the stuff of planet earth 

could be pre-existent or, God forbid, eternally existent. The first act of creation recorded in the 

Bible would be the creation of light. While the words “heaven and earth” can function as a merism, 

it is not clear that this is the case here. It is natural to take “earth” as referring to the planet which 

we quickly learn in the next verses is without form and void. I also do not see the necessity of 

taking “heaven” as referring to the entirety of what will be created later in the creation week which 

will include light on Day 1, the atmosphere (the firmament) on Day 2, and the celestial luminaries 

on Day 4. 

 How could the original formless planet exist without being in time and space? I do wonder 

whether the word “heavens,” which is in the plural, might refer both to space and the Paradise of 

God. It clearly was the case that in the beginning God also created the heavenly Paradise and the 

angels. The heavenly dwelling place of God was not eternal or pre-existent. Angels were created 

in time to watch God create the cosmos and rejoice as He did so. 

 Secondly, Faulkner and Anderson claim that Genesis 1:1 should be understood as an 

“introductory encapsulation” because “Genesis 1:1 together with Genesis 2:1-3 functions as an 

inclusio.” (Faulkner, 2016, p. 45) They define an inclusio as “a literary device that serves to bracket 

a text with similar material at the beginning and ending of that text.” (Faulkner, 2016, p. 45) An 

inclusio will use similar terminology at the bookends. They claim that the use of the words 

“created,” “God,” and “heaven and earth” in Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 2:1-3 prove that we have an 

inclusio. But even if we would allow that we have an inclusio in Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 2:1-3 

this would not rule out that the inclusio contains specific details of divine creative activity. An 

inclusio does not by definition provide only a vague summary or a merism. When we look at the 
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two suggested bookends, we find that the details are different. In Genesis 1:1 we read: “In the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” (ESV) Genesis 2:1-3 is quite different. Yes, 

there is mention of the heavens and the earth in Genesis 2:1 but it communicates different content 

than Genesis 1:1. Genesis 2:1 reads: “Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host 

of them.” (ESV) We have new content. The new detail is that God had “finished” the heaven and 

the earth by creating “all the host of them.” In Genesis 2:2-3 we have new ideas being introduced, 

namely that God rests on the seventh day and pronounces it holy. Perhaps if Genesis 1:1 included 

language about God finishing His creative work along with resting and pronouncing the seventh 

day holy we would have evidence of an inclusio. So, there is not convincing evidence of an inclusio 

that is married to a merism. 

 Perhaps the third and final argument that Faulkner and Anderson give for interpreting 

Genesis 1:1 as merely an “introductory encapsulation” will be more convincing. They claim that 

“perhaps most significantly, the grammatical relationship between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 suggests” 

it. (Faulkner, 2016, p. 46) They quote two authorities in support of this: Umberto Cassuto and 

Edward J. Young. Cassuto claimed that the grammar “plainly shows that verse 2 begins a new 

subject.” (Faulkner, 2016, p. 46) Cassuto claimed that because verse 2 begins with a waw 

consecutive (והאר) that this proves that verse 2 “begins a new subject.” (Faulkner, 2016, p. 46) He 

claims that this shows that Genesis 1:1 is an “independent sentence that constitutes a formal 

introduction.” (Cassuto, 1998, p. 20) Faulkner and Anderson also cite Young in support of this 

claim. Young wrote that “Verse one is a narrative complete in itself.” (Young, 1999, p. 11) 

Faulkner and Anderson conclude: 

 

As such, Genesis 1:2 does not follow sequentially what is stated in verse 1 (note the qatal 

verb in 1:2); rather, it is a descriptive statement that represents the state of the world near 

the beginning of the creative process that is summarized in verse 1. As such, Genesis 1:1 

functions to summarize the account of creation to follow, and Genesis 1:2-31 elaborates 

upon the details of God’s creative activity. (Faulkner, 2016, p. 46) 

 

There is nothing surprising about the use of the waw consecutive in this context because it is used 

in historical texts. The “waw” is the Hebrew word for “and.” It is used at the beginning of a 

sentence to communicate that we have a historic text in which matters are being related in 

sequential, chronological detail. The existence of a waw consecutive at the beginning of Genesis 

1:2 shows that Moses is describing historical events and that there is a sequential chronology to 
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the events. Moses’ recognition of a formless planet follows sequentially after God’s creation of 

the planet. The existence of a waw consecutive does not imply that anything prior to it is only 

introductory, but less a summation of what is to follow. Rather this is the grammar that is used to 

record actual historical events in chronological order. 

 Faulkner and Anders feel the force of the objection to their position that they remove any 

reference to God creating the material of planet earth. If the first act of creation recorded in the 

Bible is the creation of light on the first day, perhaps the material that makes up planet earth existed 

already for billions of years—or always existed? They claim that there is no reason to insert billions 

of years between an introductory encapsulation of what follows. But why not? I can easily envision 

an introductory encapsulation written by a theistic evolutionists or someone who holds to a day-

age theory. They might describe their view of origins by using an introductory encapsulation in 

which they allow for billions of years between events. An introductory encapsulation, by 

definition, does not address issues of chronology. It is just a general summary. Period.  

 When Faulkner and Anderson face the objection that they do not provide textual evidence 

for the creation of the stuff of planet earth, they respond: 

 

To answer that, we need to realize that there is no reason why Genesis 1:2 is merely a 

merism. Genesis 1:2 describes the unfinished state of the earth (the deep/waters) at the 

beginning. Since the structure of introductory encapsulation and elaboration does not 

permit the insertion of additional time, great or small, nor does it permit actions outside of 

its structure, the initial creation of primordial matter is implied in conjunction with the 

initial creative acts of Day One. Again, viewing Genesis 1:1 as an example of introductory 

encapsulation does not permit the addition of billions of years or the creation of things prior 

to Day One. (Faulkner, 2016, p. 47) 

 

They believe that Exodus 20:8-11, which bases the fourth commandment that deals with Sabbath 

rest on the historical fact that God created the heavens and the earth and everything in them in six 

days, rules out claiming that the material of planet earth was created outside of the six days of 

creation. If Genesis 20 implies that God created the material of planet earth on the first day, we 

should not be surprised to find a statement to that effect at the beginning of Day One in Genesis 

1:1. What is strange is that Faulkner and Anderson have been arguing that Genesis 1:1 was a 

merism—which was crucial to their argument that no distinct creative works were being 

described—and then they admit that “there is no reason why Genesis 1:1 is merely a merism.” 

(Faulkner, 2016, p. 47) This undercuts their entire argument. Then their position can align with 
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the interpretation of Whitcomb and Morris. Genesis 1:1 is a general introduction that also contains 

a record of particular creative acts—particularly the creation of the material of planet earth at the 

beginning of Day One. When God creates the stuff of planet earth, He also creates time and space. 

It is not surprising that Moses mentions the creation of the “heavens” as well—since they can refer 

to the space that exists around the new planet. 

 

Tohu and Bohu 

 

The new planet was void and unformed. 

Referring to the earth that God has just created, we learn that the planet is without form 

and void: In Hebrew the two nouns rhyme: “tohu and bohu”. The earth was unformed and unfilled. 

People who advocate for a strange “Gap theory” need to claim that these words refer to a 

certain kind of chaos. The Gap theory was concocted 150 years ago by people who thought that 

they needed to reconcile Genesis 1 with claims of an old earth made by evolutionary geologists. 

They claimed that there was a gap between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. In that gap an ancient 

world of order had existed with pre-Adamite humans. But because of the sin of these unknown 

people, God judged the world and reduced it to chaos. Then, God needed to recreate the world in 

six days. Gap theorists claimed that the Hebrew text read: “the earth became without form and 

void.”  But the word “was” is the correct translation and simply a description of what planet earth 

was like on the first day—it was without form and lacked inhabitants. 

What is meant by the description “without form and void”: “tohu and bohu”? First, the 

earth was unformed. Some translators like the translation: “The earth was unformed and unfilled” 

because it communicates that the Hebrew text has a rhyme between “tohu and bohu”. On the first 

day God made the raw material of planet earth—and in the days to come he will make creatures 

from the raw material. The planet is like a lump of clay in the hand of a potter that needs to be 

formed. The earth at this point lacks order—there is not a division between water and mud or earth. 

No heavenly bodies exist to order the calendar year. 

Second, the earth was unfilled. The word “bohu” points to the fact that the world was 

deserted. This word is used in the Hebrew Bible elsewhere to refer to uninhabited desert. There 

are no living creatures on the new planet. There was no organic life. In the days to come, God will 

fill the sky, earth, and sea with living creatures. 
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A Cold, Dark Planet 

 

And all was dark: “and darkness was over the face of the deep.” The planet had no light. 

Light is necessary for life. It provides illumination for photosynthesis. It provides light for 

creatures to act. It provides the warmth necessary for life. Planet earth begins cold and dark. 

The darkness was over the “face of the deep.” The deep is a reference to the surface of the 

planet. At this point the seas and dry land are not separated. Mud, water, and land are mixed. In 

places the waters—the oceans or seas are deep. The top of the ocean is pictured as a face: “darkness 

was over the face of the deep”. That is, the planet was covered with the blackest darkness. 

 

 

The Life-giving Spirit Hovers 

 

The Holy Spirit was hovering over the face of the waters. This is the first reference to the 

third person of the holy Trinity in the Bible. The first verse contains a reference to God the Father 

Almighty, whom we profess in the Apostle’s Creed. The second verse refers to God the Holy Spirit 

who we profess in the Nicene Creed is the “Lord and Giver of Life.” In Psalm 33:6 the Psalmist 

sings about the Holy Spirit’s role in creation: “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, 

and by the breath of his mouth all their host.” There the Psalmist sings about the Spirit’s role in 

the creation of the galaxies—all the hosts of stars in the universe. 

Some commentators try to claim that this is not a reference to the Holy Spirit, but only to 

a wind blowing over the planet. It is true that the words “breath,” “wind,” and “spirit” are the same. 

That is why Jesus could breathe on His disciples and say: “Receive the Spirit.” The natural sense 

of the word “Spirit” in this context, combined with the fact that he is “of God”, points to the Holy 

Spirit. 

And winds do not hover. 

Winds blow. 

Birds hover. 

And the Holy Spirit is the heavenly dove. 

At Jesus’ baptism the Holy Spirit revealed Himself in the figure of a white dove. 

Over the dark planet flutters indescribable loveliness—the Heavenly Dove. 

It appears that the word “hovering’ is a word used to describe the activities of a bird. 
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Moses uses the same verb “hover” in a Psalm that is recorded in Deuteronomy 32:11: “Like 

an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, spreading out its wings, catching them, 

bearing them on its pinions.” Moses sings of God as like an eagle that flutters or hovers over its 

young. The word “flutter” is a translation of the same word in our text. God was like an eagle that 

flutters—suspending itself in a stationary position over its young as it nurtures them. Just as a bird 

flutters over and nurtures its young, God the Holy Spirit flutters like a nurturing bird over the new 

planet. 

This all bodes well! The presence of God the Holy Spirit anticipates how God by His Word 

and Spirit will bring order and life to this virgin planet. In Psalm 104:30 the Psalmist sings about 

the Spirit’s role in giving life: “When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew 

the face of the ground.” 

So, the Holy Spirit hovers over the face of the waters. The earth is dark. There is no life. 

Yet the Lord and giver of life is fluttering over the dead, dark planet. 

 

The Creation of Light 

 

And God spoke. In Genesis 1:3 we have the first recorded words of the LORD God 

Almighty: “Let there be light.” Here we meet for the first time an indirect reference to the Son of 

God. Listen for the echoes that come from the language of “in the beginning” and the words “And 

God said” in the beginning words of the Gospel according to John: 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 

not anything made that was made (John 1:1-3). 

 

In a profound sense the only begotten Son of God is the Word of God. The Son reveals the decrees 

and will of God the Father. God communicates and reveals Himself through the Word, His beloved 

Son. God created the universe by the Word. 

 

A Mere Utterance! 

 

God creates light by a “mere” utterance! He speaks what He has planned and willed. God’s 

thoughts concerning light and His plans for its nature and usefulness combined with His speech 

suddenly bring that wonder that is light into existence. With what ease God calls into existence the 
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light and then the rest of the creatures! It is striking that Moses uses verbs that express God’s 

creative desire as a wish. Moses does not use strong imperative verbs. This points to the infinite 

power of God and the ease with which He brings into existence marvelous creatures, giant and 

microscopic. God’s wish is expressed in the words: “Let there be light.” 

Moses recounts that as soon as God spoke, it was done. This is fiat creation: God says “let 

it be” and it is. The word “fiat” is the Latin translation of the words “let it be”. The Psalmist sings 

about this fiat creation in Psalm 33:9: “For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it 

stood firm.” 

Suddenly the dark planet is illuminated. For the first time the angels can see the unformed 

and unfilled planet. What must these angel spirits thought—since they are spirits and do not have 

material bodies. For the first time they see a material object—planet earth it is made of MATTER. 

Light will become a symbol for the holiness and glory of God. It will be a metaphor for the one 

who is light and in whom there is no darkness. The Apostle Paul will use God’s creation of light 

as a metaphor for how God illuminates the minds of elect sinners and shines the truth of the gospel 

into their minds. 

It would be three days before God created the sun. So, for three days the Lord provided 

light from an alternate source. This light ought not to be identified with God. Rather it is a created 

entity that God called into existence. It provided illumination for three days before it was replaced 

by the sun, moon, and stars. 

Why did God create a temporary light source? God knew that the pagans would worship 

the sun, moon, and stars. He is signally that the sun is not divine. The sun, moon, and stars are 

creatures—they are not eternal. God is showing that He is the ultimate source of every good gift—

including the light of the sun, moon, and stars. They are created lights that God continues to use 

for illuminating and warming the earth. Soon more structure will follow—the sun, moon, and stars 

will help to order the yearly calendar. 

God pronounced the light “good.” It functioned well for the purpose that God created it. 

God also delighted in the wonder and beauty of light. Scientists have spent centuries trying to 

figure out the wonder of light. And then there is the beautiful refraction of light in a rainbow—

although humanity would need to wait until Noah’s time to appreciate the bow in the rain clouds. 

God separated the light from the darkness, creating day and night: “And God separated the 

light from the darkness” (Genesis 1:4). 
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This is the first reference to the separating and dividing that God will do during the creation 

week. He will divide the waters above from the waters below. He will divide the sea from the dry 

land. 

God now names the periods of light and darkness: “God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called night” (Genesis 1:5). The word for day in Hebrew is “yom.” It comes from a 

root that means “to be warm, to glow with heat.” The word “day” is here defined in terms of the 

hours of daylight. The Hebrew word for night comes from a root that means “to roll up” perhaps 

to referring to how one wraps up in blankets to stay warm during the cold night---or because the 

night wraps everything in obscurity and darkness. 

Moses tells us that the first complete day came to an end: “And there was evening and there 

was morning, the first day” (Genesis 1:5). Now the word “day” is defined in terms of both the 

period of light and darkness—what we call a 24-hour day. Already the earth is rotating on her axis 

even though it will be three days before the newly created sun will set on the horizon. 

In Colossians 1:16 the Apostle Paul tells us that Christ is not only our Creator, but that all 

things in the universe were created for Him. He made robins and bluebirds and hummingbirds for 

His glory. He created human beings for the praise of the glory of His justice and grace. 

 

 
 


