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On Day 3 God Creates the Seas, 

Dry Land, and Plant Life 
 

 
 
And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, “Let the earth sprout 

vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according 

to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed 

according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its 

kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 

Genesis 1:9-13 

 

 

How the Day Began 

 

 Day 3 begins with an earth that remained without form and void. The light 

that God created on the first day illuminated a muddy planet. Water continues to 

cover the face of the earth. Due to God’s creative activity on Day 3 an atmosphere 

exists with waters above. No dry land existed. 

 When the third day began, the surface of planet earth was a formless mix of 

mud and water. John MacArthur describes the planet’s surface as “a seething 
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cauldron of mud.” (MacArthur, 2001, p. 101) When the day ends, the earth contains 

dry land that is an emerald supercontinent. The green-covered earth now contrasts 

with the transparent blue of the ocean’s waters. 

 R. Kent Hughes describes what the angels saw on the morning of the third 

day: “The earth, warmed by light, was now robed in blue and dappled with clouds 

floating over a sparkling sea. The picture is increasingly invited.” (Hughes, 2004, p. 

29) 

 

Three Creative Acts 

 

 On the third day God engages in three creative acts. First, he creates the oceans 

of the world. Second, he creates a dry and fertile earth. Third, he creates plant life. 

 

Making Seas 

 

 We are told that “the waters that were gathered together” God “called Seas” 

(Genesis 1:10). Robert Harbach explains: “The waters were gathered together into 

one place, and were given a name in the plural, seas. There are many seas, but they 

have only one place, one ocean bed.” (Harbach, 1986, p. 20) 

 The Bible later describes what occurred when God created the seas. In Psalm 

104:6-9, the Psalmist sings: 

 

You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood above the 

mountains. At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took 

to flight. The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you 
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appointed for them. You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they 

might not again cover the earth. 

 

Making Dry Land 

 

 It is easy to read Genesis 1:9 without comprehending the massive geologic 

changes that quickly occurred on Day 3. When I was a child, I did not even try to 

imagine what the angels saw happen on this day. Andrew A. Snelling helps us to 

imagine the enormous geologic work that God did on this day. God creates a 

supercontinent and creates the boundaries of the seas. We can only begin to perceive 

the tremendous upheavals in the earth’s crusts that produced dry land. And God 

quickly caused the exposed land to dry. God’s creative work on the third day are 

beyond our comprehension. He created a supercontinent with a unique crust. He 

provided the boundaries of worldwide seas. He rapidly dried the land and created 

fertile soil. Then He calls an astonishing array of plant life into existence.  

 Moses records God’s creative words that produced dry land: “And God said, 

“Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear” (Genesis 1:9a). Moses uses jussive verbs. That is why the two 

commands include the words “let”: “Let the waters…let the dry land.” Victor 

Hamilton explains the sense of the jussives: “Perhaps the use of two jussives in v.9 

suggests that the two developments (the concentration of the subcelestial waters and 

the emergence of dry land) be understood as concomitant events.” (Hamilton, 1990, 

p. 125) The command for the waters to be gathered and the dry land to appear are 
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concomitant, that is, the two things naturally accompany each other. The idea is that 

God calls upon these two things to happen either (1) at the same time or (2) for the 

second thing to occur subsequent to the first. (Hamilton, 1990, p. 125) 

 Matthew Henry writes: “The earth, it seems, was in being before; but it was 

of no use, because it was under water.” 

 What occurs on the third day is an act of separation. On the first day God 

separated light from darkness. On the second day he separated the waters below from 

the waters above. Now he separates the dry land from the water. Matthew Henry 

writes: “Thus, instead of the confusion which there was (v. 2) when earth and water 

were mixed in one great mass, behold, now, there is order, by such a separation as 

rendered them both useful.” 

 Moses describes fiat creation. He describes what immediately happens after 

God speaks: “And it was so” (Genesis 1:9b). God did not use slow providential 

actions on Day 3 to create dry land. Moses does not describe ordinary, natural 

processes. God rapidly changes the surface of planet earth. In the morning, the entire 

planet is submerged under water. Later the land is dry enough for God to create and 

plant vegetation. In the morning, the crust of the earth would have undergone 

massive tectonic changes and yet later in the day the dry land was stable enough to 

receive forests of trees and meadows filled with grass and plants. Moses describes 

astonishing creative acts of the omnipotent God. Theistic evolutionists and 
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supporters of the frame-work hypothesis of genesis wonder how so much change 

could happen in one day. The answer is that there is no limit to the power of God. 

God tells Abraham and Sarah: “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” (Genesis 

18:14a). God told Jeremiah: “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is 

anything too hard for me?” (Jeremiah 32:27) Genesis 1 emphasizes the infinite 

power of the spoken word of God. God speaks: “And God said…” (Genesis 1:9; 11). 

At the command of the sovereign God, the surface of planet earth undergoes a 

dramatic transformation. God brings order to the earth’s crust. 

 On the third day God created dry land. This is a wonder. Under normal 

conditions, it would have taken a long time for the land mass to dry. It had recently 

been submerged under water. Andrew Snelling thinks that God would have used 

chemical drying methods. We do not know how God dried the land. But He did. 

Later God would dry the bottom of the Red Sea so that the Israelites could walk out 

of Egypt on a dry seabed. On the third day He did a far greater miracle, He dried the 

earth so that He could plant vegetation. 

 The preparation of dry land for the planting of vegetation “was a staggering 

act of creation.” (MacArthur, 2001, p. 96) The creation of dry land was “a direct act 

of sovereign creation.” (MacArthur, 2001, p. 97) 

 

 



6 
 

A Super Continent? 

 

 Creation scientists postulate that God created one continent which was a 

supercontinent named “Rodina”. They also propose that at the time of Noah’s Flood 

a supercontinent that has been named “Pangea” was formed. The catastrophic 

geological events surrounding Noah’s Flood resulted in continental drift that 

produced our present continents. 

 In Genesis 1:9 it appears that God refers to one land mass, and therefore, one 

continent: “and let the dry land appear.” It is interesting that God also speaks about 

the waters being “gathered together into one place” (Genesis 1:9). Robert Harbach 

interprets these phrases: 

 

Some, interpreting the words “gathered together in one place,” emphasize that 

this gathering was not in several places, but one place, and that land, not lands, 

is made to appear, the idea being that originally, there was but one continent 

and one sea on the earth. The formations of the seas and continents as we now 

know them, according to this conception, were made at the time of the flood. 

(Harbach, 1986, p. 19) 

 

 John MacArthur writes: 

 

This might describe the formation of one massive continent, because the 

waters were gathered “into one place.” In fact, most geologists think today’s 

continents show evidence of having drifted apart from a single mass. That 

continental separation may have occurred during the Flood, when “all the 

fountains of the great deep were broken up” (Genesis 7:11). Or this initial 

creation might have involved multiple continents, because in verse 10, God 

calls the gathering together of the waters “seas”—a plural term, suggesting 

that although the waters were gathered into “one place,” they were contained 

in several distinct but interconnected basins, just as we see today. (MacArthur, 

2001, p. 95) 
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Imagining the Catastrophic Geological Events 

 

 What occurred on the third day was not slow and gradual. John MacArthur 

describes the catastrophic nature of this creative work: 

 

The cataclysm that brought this about at the command of God is almost 

inconceivable. All of a sudden rock and earth, still in its unformed condition 

and buried under the depths of a global sea, started to move to the surface of 

the water. (MacArthur, 2001, p. 95) 

 

God creates the earth’s continental crust which is different from the oceanic 

crust. 

 Massive erosion produced sediment rock. 

Later Biblical Descriptions of the Third Day 

 

 God puts Job in his place when He confronts His servant with the vast wisdom 

He possesses in contrast to the folly of the suffering servant who dared to speak 

about things that he did not understand. God confronts ignorant Job in Job 38:4-11. 

He wonders where Job was when He created the dry land and seas. 

 

Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have 

understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who 

stretched the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its 

cornerstone, when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 

shouted for joy? Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the 

womb, when I made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

and prescribed limits for it and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus far shall 

you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? (Job 

38:4-11). 
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In Psalm 104:5-9 the Psalmist sings about what happened on the third day. I 

love how God emphasized to Job and how the Psalmist sings about how God has 

determined the boundaries of the seas: 

 

He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be moved. You 

covered it with the deep as with a garment; the water stood above the 

mountains. At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took 

to flight. The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place that you 

appointed for them. You set a boundary that they may not pass, so that they 

might not again cover the earth (Psalm 104:5-9). 

 

The Wisdom of God also speaks of God creating the dry land and limiting the 

boundaries of the sea on Day 3. Wisdom personified (who many believe refers to 

the Son of God), states in Proverbs 8:27-30: 

 

When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the 

face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, when he established the 

fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters 

might not transgress his command, when he marked out the foundations of the 

earth, then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his 

delight, rejoicing before him always. 

 

Naming the Dry Land First 

 

 For the last time in the creation week, God names something. After the third 

day, God gives to man the responsibility for naming. Adam will exercise his 

headship and dominion over the creation by naming the animals and his wife. God 

names the dry land and the gathered waters: “God called the dry land Earth, and the 

waters that were gathered together he called Seas” (Genesis 1:10a). 
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 The fact that God names the dry land first, begins to communicate the 

centrality of the earth over the seas. God is making the earth as a home for mankind. 

Man will live on the dry land. Hence, the geocentric nature of Genesis 1. Victor 

Hamilton states: “The geocentric emphasis of the Creation story thus begins to 

emerge.” (Hamilton, 1990, p. 125) 

 God names the waters “seas”. Matthew Henry writes: “The waters, thus 

cleared, thus collected, and thus lodged, in their proper place, he called seas.” 

Declaring the Earth Good 

 

 After the second day, Moses does not have God reflecting that His creative 

work was good. On the third day, God not only declares His creative work good one 

time, but two! Moses tells us that God saw that the dry land and seas were good 

(Genesis 1:10b), but that the plant life was good (Genesis 1:12b). We will find the 

double reflection on the goodness of His creation on the sixth day. God will reflect 

on the goodness of the animals (Genesis 1:35b) and after the creation of man will 

declare that His creations were “very good” (Genesis 1:31a). 

 God judges that His creation will serve the purposes for which He created 

them. 

Decreeing the Existence of Grasses, Plants, and Trees 

 

 Until this time only inorganic matter existed. Now God crates plant 

organisms. God speaks plant life into existence: “And God said, “Let the earth sprout 
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vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, 

each according to its kind, on the earth” (Genesis 1:11a). God speaks the vegetation 

into existence. Plants did not originate through millions of years of macro evolution. 

The rich variety of plants that came into existence on Day 3 came about as the result 

of the wish and command of God.  

 It is a myth that the complexities of organic life could have evolved from 

inorganic molecules. God created plant life with complex information. This 

astonishing and complex information is found in the DNA of plants. 

 When God spoke, plant life sprang into existence. Moses records: “And it was 

so” (Genesis 1:11b). This vegetation instantly appeared. 

 Moses records the creation of either two or three kinds of plant life. The ESV 

translates the three words for plant life as “vegetation”, “plants”, and “fruit trees.”  

Older commentaries identify three distinct classes of plant life: “The plants 

now created are divided into three classes,--grass, herb, and tree.” (Murphy, 1873, 

p. 51) Robert Harbach holds to this position: 

 

The first of the plants is grass (deshe), which means “the first sprouts of tender 

grass.” Then herb (esebh), “the green herb,” or “greens,” larger plants than 

deshe, as a stalk is larger than a blade of grass. Finally, fruit tree, a larger 

growth than the herbs. The grass is, of course green, but it is the color of the 

herb which is specifically mentioned in “greens” or “green herb.” (Harbach, 

1986, p. 23) 
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Many modern commentators think that the first word refers to generic 

vegetation rather than grasses. The older commentators distinguished the three kinds 

of plant life by how they produced seeds: “In the first, the seed is not noticed, as not 

obvious to the eye; in the second, the seed is the striking characteristic; in the third, 

the fruit, “in which is its seed,” in which the seed is enclosed, forms the 

distinguishing mark”. (Murphy, 1873, p. 51) 

 Keil and Delitzsch think that the first word is a generic word that refers to 

young, tender green grasses that cover meadows. The second word refers to 

vegetables or plants that produce seeds or seed pods. The third word refers to fruit 

trees. (Delitzsch, 1866-91) 

 The first word which is translated “vegetation” in Genesis 1:11 is a generic 

word that refers to “all plants in the earliest stages of their growth.” (Skinner, 1994) 

Therefore, the flora is not referring to three different kinds of plants. Two kinds of 

flora are classified—those that produce seeds and those that produce fruit that 

contain seeds. (Skinner, 1994) 

 Victor Hamilton understands the first word, which he translates as “verdure” 

as “an all-inclusive word that is then defined by two representatives”—plants and 

trees. (Hamilton, 1990, p. 126) “The former bear their seeds externally and the latter 

bear theirs internally, inside the fruit.” (Hamilton, 1990, p. 126) Later on in Genesis 
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1:29-30 we are told that God gave two of the three things mentioned as food for 

man: the plants and the fruit trees. 

The Earth Producing the Plants 

 

 I am not impressed by the claim that Moses speaks about the earth sprouting 

vegetation because he is borrowing from a pagan idea of mother earth: “The 

background is wide-spread image of Mother Earth, the earth as the bearer of all life 

and all the vegetation: “From the day they come forth from their mother’s womb to 

the day they return to the mother of all,” Sir 40:1.” (Continental, 1994) Kenneth 

Matthews correctly rejects this view: “The land is commanded to produce vegetation 

(1:11). There is no hint of the pagan notion of Mother Earth. The land by itself, of 

course, does not produce vegetation; rather God enables the land to do so by his 

creative word.” (Mathews, 1996) While pagans claimed that the procreation of male 

and female gods produced fertility, Moses simply records that the “inanimate soil” 

produces the plants. (Mathews, 1996) 

 Moses record of Day 3 rules out pagan notions of the world: “Here the gods 

of earth and vegetation, the gods of fertility, are powerfully dismissed. There is no 

sea god, only the seas that God controls, as he like-wise controls the earth and its 

harvest.” (Hughes, 2004, p. 29) 
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 The Biblical account is radically different from pagan myths about the origin 

of plants. The Sumerian myth, “Enki and Ninhursag”, is an example of a pagan myth 

about the origin of ordinary and healing plants. 

 

The story tells that the result of the union of the god Enki with the goddess of 

plants Utu, whom he had begotten, was eight ordinary plants and, later in the 

story, eight healing plants. The origin of the plants in this myth is part of a 

broader cycle of events; but it can still be seen that the origin of plants from a 

union of the gods was once a story in its own right. (Continental, 1994) 

 

 “The plants are said to be products of the land, because they spring from the 

dry ground….The land is said to grow or bring forth plants; not because it is 

endowed with any inherent power to generate pants, but because it is the element in 

which they are to take root, and from which they are to spring forth”. (Murphy, 1873, 

p. 51) 

The Earth Immediately Brings Forth Plant Life 

 

 God’s wish is immediately realized: “And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit 

in which is their seed, each according to its kind” (Genesis 1:11b-12). 

 God engages in fiat creation. Moses does not describe a long process by which 

lower forms of grass life evolved into larger plants and then trees.  

Moreover, we must not picture the work of creation as consisting of the 

production of the first tender germs which were gradually developed into 

herbs, shrubs, and trees; on the contrary, we must regard it as one element in 

the miracle of creation itself, that at the word of God not only tender grasses, 

but herbs, shrubs, and trees, sprang out of the earth, each ripe for the formation 
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of blossom and the bearing of seed and fruit, without the necessity of waiting 

for years before the vegetation created was ready to blossom and bear fruit. 

(Delitzsch, 1866-91, p. 35)  

 

Creating the Plant Kingdom 

 

 On the third day God created the plant kingdom. I purposely use the phrase 

“plant kingdom” to undermine the idea that the plants are just created for the good 

of other creatures. It is true that that living creatures will eat the plant life. But God 

created the plant kingdom for reasons other than providing food for animals and 

mankind. The plant kingdom exists for the glory of God. God created many marine 

and land-based plants simply for His glory and to display His artistic ability. God 

created many flowers and marine plants that no human eye has ever seen or enjoyed. 

God demonstrates a surplus of creative genius in creating so many kinds of beautiful 

trees and remarkable flowers to display His glory. 

The Plant Before the Seed 

 

 God brought forth the plants from the ground. Only then did God bring forth 

seeds from the plants. The plant was first. God created mature plants that could begin 

to reproduce. God quickly called plants from the earth. God’s omnipotent word was 

able to bring forth organic plants from inorganic soil. 

 John MacArthur writes: “He created fully mature vegetation with seed already 

in it, ready to be dispersed.” (MacArthur, 2001, p. 98) He adds: “Notice that God 

created plants, not merely seeds. He made them mature, already fully rooted and 
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developed, already bearing fruit and seed, already multiplying.” (MacArthur, 2001, 

p. 98) 

Reproducing According to Their Kind 

 

 The theory of macro evolution speculates that plants evolved from a lower 

form of life. Evolutionists claim that all plant and animal life evolved from an 

original one celled creature. 

God designed grasses, plants, and trees to reproduce “each according to its 

kind” (Genesis 1:11). The result was uniquely designed vegetation that could 

reproduce after its kind. Moses mentions plants that produce seeds and fruit trees 

that produce seeds in fruit. Both these plants and trees reproduce after their own 

kind: “plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in 

which is their seed, each according to its kind” (Genesis 1:12). 

The Hebrew word for “kind” is “min.” Theistic evolutions attempt muddy the 

waters surrounding the word “kind”. They imply that since Moses is not a scientist 

who uses a modern classification system, the meaning of the word “kind” is vague. 

They want to avoid the clear implications of the fact that the biblical text tells us that 

God created plants and animals as distinct kinds. Theistic evolutions believe that all 

plant life evolved from lower forms of life. Therefore, they try to explain away 

Moses clear statements about how God created plants and trees (as well as fish, birds, 
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and animals) as distinct creatures that were of unique kinds that could only produce 

after their own kind. 

Mark Vander Hart writes: “We should also recognize that diversity and 

differentiation within God’s creation is already in place from the very start.” 

(VanderHart, 2007, p. 27) 

Victor Hamilton discusses the meaning of the word “min” or “kind”: “It is 

probably too restrictive to insist that the Hebrew word min, “kind(s),” be limited to 

“species.” Heb. min is broad enough to allow “species” as well as “genus, family, 

order.” (Hamilton, 1990, p. 126) 

Robert Harbach explains the idea of “kind”: “It rather refers to a basic natural 

(not “systematic”) species (class) which includes many varieties, said varieties being 

only within the divinely set bounds of that “class” or “kind.” (Harbach, 1986, p. 25) 

MacArthur comments on the word “kind”:  

The Hebrew word for “kind” is min, and it is roughly equivalent to the English 

word species. (Though man-made classification systems employing terms like 

genus and species can be misleading and are not necessarily in harmony with 

the biblical measure of what constitutes a ind.)” This is not a technical term, 

however. It simply designates a category of related organisms capable of 

breeding with one another. (MacArthur, 2001, p. 99) 

 

MacArthur points out that this language of God creating plants or animals after their 

kind which reproduce after their own kind points to creatio ex nihilo and not to 

macro evolution. It points to fiat creation rather than Darwinian evolution. 
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John MacArthur mentions how God uses the genetic information in DNA to 

enable plants to reproduce: “The seed contained in the vegetation was 

preprogrammed with DNA and genetic information to assure that each would 

reproduce “according to its kind”. (MacArthur, 2001, pp. 98-99) Genesis 1 teaches 

that God created unique plants that could reproduce after their own kind. MacArthur 

writes: “Those are fundamental genetic principles, and they contradict the whole 

basis of the evolutionary theory.” (MacArthur, 2001, p. 99) 

 God would bless the fish and birds and command them to be fruitful and 

multiply. God also blesses the plant life so that it reproduces after its kind. Matthew 

Henry correctly states that  

The earth still remains under the efficacy of this command, to bring forth 

grass, and herbs, and its annual products; and though, being according to the 

common course of nature, these are not standing miracles, yet they are 

standing instances of the unwearied power and unexhausted goodness of the 

world’s great Maker and Master. 

 

 God created the original plants with great potential for adaptation within their 

species. God did not create every distinct from of plant or tree that we see today. For 

example, God might have created just one species of apple trees. Jonathan, Red 

Delicious, and Honeycrisp apple trees have evolved from this original apple tree. 

Plants Not Alive like Animals 

 

 God created the vegetation as food for living creatures. Plant life will provide 

the diet for birds, fish, animals, and mankind. The Bible does not speak of plants as 



18 
 

living creatures. “Vegetation may not have been considered “alive” in the way 

moderns think of it, since unlike animal or human life the term “living creature” is 

not used of it.” (Mathews, 1996) 

 R. Kent Hughes writes: “The earth is now ready for animate, mobile life.” 

(Hughes, 2004, p. 29) 

A Second Pronouncement of Goodness on the Third Day 

 

 For a second time on Day 3, Moses records: “And God saw that it was good” 

(Genesis 1:12b). A dry land was good. And now the marvelous diversity of beautiful 

plant life is also pronounced good. Is this a moral pronouncement? It certainly is a 

pronouncement about the quality of what God has created. It will function well for 

the purposes that God has ordained. The trees and flowers will praise God. They will 

provide food for animals and mankind. 

The Third Historical Day Ends 

 

 Moses concludes his description of the third day with the words: “And there 

was evening and there was morning, the third day” (Genesis 1:13). Henry Morris 

comments the historical nature of this day: 

The terms “evening” (Hebrew ereb) and “morning” (Hebrew boqer) each 

occur more than one hundred times in the Old Testament and always have 

the literal meaning—that is, the termination of the daily period of light and 

the daily period of darkness, respectively. Similarly, the occurrence of “day” 

modified by a numeral (e.g., “third day”) is a construction occurring more 

than one hundred times in the Pentateuch alone, always with a literal 

meaning. (Morris J. , 1976, p. 101) 
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An Orderly Order of Creation 

 

 Even though James Montgomery Boice is open to an old earth, theistic 

evolution, day age theories, and basically anything other than a biblical 

understanding of the creation of the world in six, historical days; he still can state 

that creation is “a step-by-step progression marked by a sequence of six significant 

days.” (Boice, 1998, p. 84) It is remarkable that Boice can spend multiple chapters 

in his three-volume commentary on Genesis ruling out a historical understanding of 

the creation week, he provides scant exegesis of what occurred on the six creation 

days. He has one short chapter on the first five days of the creation week, and he 

provides no exegesis or explanation of the text in Genesis 1:3-23. This is what results 

when you buy into conventional (secular) scientific theories about origins. You have 

nothing to say about the actual text of Genesis. He spends his one chapter on these 

five days majoring in generic claims about creation. It reminds you of how 

theological Liberals claim that Genesis 1 and 2 do not tell you how God created the 

world and everything in it—only that God is the Creator. But let us recognize truth 

wherever it can be found—and Boice does mention that God created His creatures 

in an orderly way. And that He did. 

 On the first day he created light that could illuminate the plants that He makes 

on the third day. He first created dry land before He made plants. He makes plants 



20 
 

before He creates animals to eat them. He waits until last to creation man, who is the 

apex of creation.  

Figures Used to Communicate Spiritual Realities 

 

 In Scripture God uses created realities as figures for spiritual truths. The figure 

of light is used throughout Scripture to reveal to truth and life. Christ is the Light of 

the world. The roiling of the seas becomes symbolic for the restlessness of the 

wicked. Scripture also uses plants, trees, and flowers created on Day 3 as pictures of 

spiritual realities. Christ states that He is the Vine. The Israelites as a covenant 

people who are not producing fruit are pictured like a fig tree. The Apostle Paul 

pictures the people of God as an olive tree with Gentile Christians (in their 

generations) pictured as wild olive branches. The cedar pictures strength. The 

almond tree pictures an old man (Ecclesiastes 12:5). A young woman is pictured as 

a palm tree (Song of Solomon 7:8). A young man is pictured as an apple tree (Song 

of Solomon 2:3). The elect church is as beautiful as a lily. Christ’s bride is like the 

rose of Sharon. The brevity of the life of grass is a picture of the shortness of human 

life. The tree of life becomes symbolic for the Holy of holies. (Harbach, 1986, p. 26) 

A Colorful Planet 

 

 The result of God’s creative work on the third day is that earth became a 

colorful planet. Robert Harbach reflects on how fitting it was that God chose to make 

plant life green.  
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God’s wisdom is evident in His choice and use of colors in His creation. 

Recent color research reveals that colors do affect us psychologically. Red is 

the color most disturbing to the nervous system, but green is the most 

tranquilizing….Suppose God had made the grass red instead of green! What 

a strain it would place upon the nerves! But men surrounded by shades of 

green are the most likely to be even-tempered personalities. (Harbach, 1986, 

p. 23) 

 

Farmers would be happy to know that Harbach identifies the farmer as “a placid 

individual” due to his exposure to green crops. 

Victor Hamilton celebrates the beautiful colors God created on the virgin 

planet: “To the basic white and black of day and night has been added the blue of 

sky and sea. Now the canvas is adorned with green. The golden-yellow sun and the 

reddish human being will complete this rainbow of colors.” (Hamilton, 1990, p. 126) 

 


