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On Day 6 God Created 

Man in His own Image 

 
 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

 

Genesis 1:26-27 

 

The Moral Perfection of Adam and Eve 

 

 God created Adam and Eve with original righteousness. They were sinless. 

They had no guilt for any trespasses. Their moral purity is communicated in Moses 

statement about their lack of clothing: “And the man and his wife were both naked 

and were not ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). 

 

Explosive Implications 

 

The doctrine of the image of God in man has explosive implications for 

society. The doctrine of the image of God in man is what led to the dignity and 
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respect shown to Christian woman in the West. God created both male and female 

in His own image. This truth reveals the essential equality between male and female, 

even if there remains a functional hierarchy in marital relationships. The doctrine of 

the image of God in man is what finally led to the end of slavery—first in the Roman 

Empire—and later in 19th century Britain and America. 

The doctrine of the image of God has been important to Christians throughout 

the centuries. Back in the fourth century A.D., Augustine thought hard about this 

doctrine. He meditated on how man was made like God. He made some mistakes, 

like proposing that the image of God involved similarities between a man’s will, 

intellect, and emotions and the Trinity. 

There has been no time in the history of the church when the doctrine of the 

image of God in man was more important than it is today. As Western society moves 

away from Judeo-Christian ethics, it’s moral inheritance; the church is forced to 

defend the doctrine of the image of God in man. 

Darwinian evolution with its mate, secular-atheism, are enemies of the 

Biblical teaching of the uniqueness and dignity of man---made on the sixth day of 

the history of this world, in the image of God. 

The liquidation of millions of unborn babies, growing support for euthanasia 

and mercy killings, and the lack of support for capital punishment are not minor, but 

major reasons why we need to live in obedience to what the Bible says about the 

unique dignity of man.  

 

The Image of God in Man 

 

The Bible teaches that there are two ways in which men are like their Creator. 

God made man good, possessing original righteousness. Genesis 5:3 sheds light on 

what is meant in the creation account about God making man in His image. Moses 

wrote: “And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own 

likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth.” The reference to a likeness and 
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image of Adam cries back to Genesis 1:26. Seth was not identical to Adam, but he 

was like him in many ways, as a son is like his father. The text does not specify any 

number of ways that Seth was like Adam. It would be overly restrictive for us to 

assert that one or another characteristic determined that Seth was in Adam’s image. 

Was it his brown eyes? Or was it his curly hair? Or a serious disposition or quick 

temper? It is evident that every way in which Seth was like Adam would be a part 

of his likeness to Adam and thus part of his being in the image of Adam. 

An image is a father-likeness. There is a likeness between the Creator and this 

creature that God made. 

 

The Image of God in the Narrower Sense 

 

Scripture uses the word “image” to describe the image of God in the narrower 

sense. There are two passages in the New Testament that clearly speak of the image 

of God in the narrower sense. Herman Hoeksema, like Emil Brunner, referred to this 

as the image of God in the material sense. The Apostle Paul writes in Ephesians 

4:24: “And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness 

and true holiness.” This language of recreation certainly harks back to the language 

of creation in Genesis 1:26. God said: “Let us make man in our image, after our 

likeness.” Then Paul mentions how the true knowledge of God is involved in the 

image of God: “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after 

the image of him that created him” (Colossians 3:10). 

In the early church, as in the Middle Ages, theologians struggled to distinguish 

between the words “image” and “likeness” in Genesis 1. Many of them defined the 

image to refer to the humanity of man and “likeness” to refer to the spiritual 

attributes of Adam and Eve. According to this view, after the Fall man lost the 

likeness of God; but was still in the image of God. But modern research has proven 

conclusively that there is no distinction between the two terms. This is instead a case 

of Hebrew parallelism. 
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In Genesis 1 the word “image” is not defined. Some have tried to limit to what 

follows in the second half of verse 26, man having dominion over the creation. But 

it seems that something additional is being stated. It is true that because man is made 

in the image of God, he can have dominion over the creation. But man’s dominion 

is not in itself the extent of his imaging of God. It seems that the language of Genesis 

1 is intentionally broad enough—it refers to both the image of God in the wider and 

narrower senses. 

The Heidelberg Catechism is emphatic that God made man good and after His 

own image. It says: “God created man good, and after His own image, in true 

righteousness and holiness, that he might rightly know God his Creator, heartily love 

Him, and live with Him in eternal happiness to glorify and praise Him.” God made 

man holy and, therefore, able to choose to love God and glorify Him. 

 

The Image of God in the Wider Sense 

 

God also made man good in that he possessed the image of God in the wider 

sense. Emil Brunner and Herman Hoeksema have called this the formal image. By 

the wider sense is meant things like man’s rationality and morality. No group of 

chimpanzees will ever sit around a table arguing about the doctrine of the Trinity or 

the merits of Calvinism or Arminianism! No flock of crows is ever going to carry on 

a discussion about the ethics of stealing food from another bird! Man is personal and 

social. Man possesses a will and emotions. Man has astonishing linguistic gifts. God 

created man with the ability to communicate with his triune Creator. 

The Psalmist is amazed at the status that man enjoys in God’s world. 

 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou 

visitest him?  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast 

crowned him with glory and honour.  Thou madest him to have dominion over 

the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet (Psalm 8:4-6). 
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This ruling position among other creatures expresses our similarity to God. We share 

in and exercise God’s dominion over his creation. This includes man having 

dominion over God’s creation as cultural creatures. 

In Scripture God uses the word “image” in the wider sense. God told Noah: 

“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of 

God made he man” (Genesis 9:6). It is wrong to interpret the image of God in this 

context to be a reference to the image in the narrower sense. That is evident from the 

following. First, if that was the case, then God tells Noah that it is wrong to kill men 

because God made Adam holy and righteous. An implication of this would be that 

if a man was fallen and had lost the image of God in the narrower sense, then there 

would no longer exist any objections to killing him. One might respond that it would 

still be wrong because a fallen man has the potential to bear the image of God. But 

then it comes down to this strange and weak claim: It is wrong to murder a non-

Christian because he might become a Christian. This clearly is not a sufficient basis 

for developing Christian ethics with respect to murder, abortion, the death penalty, 

or euthanasia. In Genesis 9:6 God uses the word “image” to refer to the image of 

God in the wider sense. Perhaps the reference is to the image of God in both the 

wider and narrower senses. But it must include the image of God in the wider sense. 

Even fallen man is like God in certain ways that animals are not, and therefore the 

murder of a man must be avenged. 

 

Fallen Man Lost the Image in the Narrower Sense 

 

The result of the Fall is that man lost the image in the narrower sense but 

remained a man; he continued to possess the image of God in the wider sense. John 

Calvin puts it like this: “Therefore, even though we grant that God’s image was not 

totally annihilated and destroyed in him, yet it was so corrupted that whatever 

remains is frightful deformity.” Calvin says that God’s image was not totally 

annihilated—because man still remains man—he still possesses the image of God in 
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the wider sense. But he is unlike God in that whatever remains is “frightful 

deformity.” Man loses the image in the narrower sense—spiritually he is like the 

Prince of Darkness. 

The Heidelberg Catechism speaks of the depravity of fallen man. Note that 

the catechism does not teach that as a result of the Fall humans lost their humanity 

and rationality and became irrational, demonic beasts. The Fall speaks of original 

pollution: we are all conceived and born in sin. 

 

Question 7: “Whence then proceeds this depravity of human nature?   

Answer: From the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam and Even, 

in Paradise; hence our nature is become so corrupt, that we are all conceived 

and born in sin.” 

 

The Heidelberg Catechism teaches that we are by nature totally depraved. 

 

Question 8: “Are we then so corrupt that we are wholly incapable of doing 

any good, and inclined to all wickedness?  

Answer: Indeed we are, except we are regenerated by the Spirit of God. 

 

Confusion Surrounding the Language of “Absolute Depravity” 

 

The Heidelberg Catechism does not teach absolute depravity. The Bible does 

not use this idea or language. Abraham Kuyper used this idea as the foundation for 

his common grace worldview. He said: “Where a curse predominates demonic 

powers have free rein.” He wrote that apart from common grace, life on earth would 

have turned into a hellish life: 

 

Even if you assumed that their [Adam and Eve’s] temporal death had been 

postponed so that the human race could have made a start, but that for the rest 

sin in all its horror had broken out unhindered, you would still be nowhere.  

For then life on earth would immediately have turned into a hell and under 

such hellish conditions the church of God would not have had a place to strike 

root anywhere. 
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He adds: “Erase the factor of “common grace” and that development of human 

power would never have taken place; its basis would have been lacking, and 

everything would have returned to chaos.” 

Kuyper’s mistake is to deny that after the Fall man still possessed the image 

of God in the wider sense. 

The proper explanation for why man did not degenerate into a beast is found 

in the retained image. Man remains a rational/moral creature. There were terrible 

potentialities for evil in fallen mankind. That was evident in the time leading up to 

the Flood. That was evident in the 20th century in the death camps of Nazi Germany, 

the gulags of Soviet Russia, and cultural revolution of Communist China. Yet at the 

same time man remains rational and still has a conscience and therefore at times can 

work for a peaceful society. God in His providence preserved the creation structure 

of man. 

The result of the Fall is that mankind is now fallen and no longer images the 

holiness and righteousness of God. Instead, men image the vices of their new father, 

the devil. Jesus told his enemies: “Ye do the deeds of your father.” (John 8:41) He 

adds:  

 

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He was 

a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no 

truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, 

and the father of it (John 8:44). 

 

The devil’s image includes the lie, unrighteousness, and evil. 

As Christians we read what the Bible says about the image of God in Genesis 

1:26 considering what the New Testament says about Jesus Christ as the image of 

God. The Apostle Paul writes: “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 

minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 

is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Jesus Christ is in 

a unique way, the image of God the Father. 
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The New Testament teaches that every believer is transformed into the image 

of Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul writes: “For whom he did foreknow, he also did 

predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son” (Romans 8:29). He also states: 

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 

into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 

Corinthians 3:18). As new men in Jesus Christ, we have the image of God restored 

in all its fullness. 

We need Jesus Christ. Only through the second Adam, can we be restored to 

our original holiness and righteousness. The obedience and sacrifice of the second 

Adam has merited our re-creation. 

 

The Implications 

 

The sanctity of human life is due to the imago Dei. Humans possess great 

dignity as bearers of God’s image. It is not without reason that the prohibition of 

murder and the commanding of the death penalty is done in connection with the truth 

of the image of God in man. God tells Noah: “Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 

shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man” (Genesis 9:6). God 

gave the sixth commandment: “You shall not kill” because of the uniqueness of man 

in the creation. God told Noah that he could kill and eat animals and birds and fish—

at least the clean ones. 

Why is it that we may not murder men? It is because there are similarities 

between God and men that do not exist between God and animals. Man is unique 

among the creatures in the world. Contrary to evolutionary thought, there is a 

qualitative difference between humans and monkeys. God made man in His image! 

Murder is always more than an assault on a man, it is always an assault on 

God. That is why God demands the death penalty for murderers. What daring and 

awful wickedness fills a man who dares to murder a man made in the image of God! 
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It is precisely because we believe that God made man in His own image that we must 

support the death penalty—to protect life! 

God, the Almighty Weaver makes children who are in His image—some in 

only in the wider sense—others who are regenerate from conception? The killing of 

such children is murder. If we believe that God made man in His own image—we 

will expose abortion for the work of darkness that it is. The Apostle Paul wrote: 

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove 

them” (Ephesians 5:11). The Greek word “reprove” carries the original idea of 

laying bare, discovering, or exposing. As we shine the light of truth and justice into 

the dark corridors of human hearts—people can see abortion for what it is. 

The doctrine of the image of God and the dignity of older humans rules out 

the evil of euthanasia. You might walk into a rest home for the first time and be 

appalled at the condition of some of the elderly folk. In The Netherlands doctors are 

giving lethal injections to elderly people without their consent or that of their 

families. The secular doctors do not value life. They do not see the great dignity of 

elderly men and women. They imagine that humans evolved from animals and that, 

at death, the lives of humans end forever, just as is the case with animals. They do 

not acknowledge the incomparable dignity of humans as creatures made in the image 

of God. 

 Every human being, no matter how much the image of God is marred by sin, 

or illness, or weakness, or age, or any other disability, still has the status of being in 

God’s image and therefore must be treated with the dignity and respect that is due 

to God’s image-bearer. Elderly people and those with special needs deserve full 

protection and honor as human beings. 

English doctors are advocating for the killing of babies with disabilities. 

Charlotte Wyatt was an 18-month-old baby in England. She was only a pound when 

she was born. Her brain and other organs were seriously damaged. Her parents 

Darren and Debbie Wyatt believe in preserving life at any cost were in court. The 
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doctors at a British hospital won a court order that allowed them to let this critically 

ill baby die if she stops breathing. Little Charlotte had stopped breathing three times. 

The Wyatts could report that Charlotte could see and hear to a limited extent and 

sometimes smiled. She responded to loud noises and tracked the movement of a 

colorful toy. The parents were fighting for the right to have their baby resuscitated 

if she stopped breathing again. What I want you to meditate on is this fact: A little 

baby like Charlotte with chronic respiratory disease whose head is still the size of a 

newborn baby’s, whose brain has not grown—is a human being. Her life must be 

treated with dignity. For God made man in His own image. 

Humans are valuable. Human life is sacred. There is dignity in being human. 

If we ever deny our unique status in creation as God’s only image-bearers, we 

will soon depreciate the value of human life. We will see humans as a more evolved 

animal and will treat sick and elderly humans much as we treat sick and elderly 

animals. We put them out of their misery. 

 

James 3:9 

 

In James 3:9 we discover a New Testament passage that tells us how to act 

towards one another in light of being made in the image of God. James writes: 

 

But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.  

Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith cruse we men, which 

are made after the similitude of God.  Out of the same mouth proceedeth 

blessing and cursing.  My brethren, these things ought not so to be (James 3:8-

10). 

 

James shows the contradiction, the paradox, the folly of cursing men who are made 

in the likeness of God—while blessing the holy God. 

It is impossible to say evil things to men—and think that you are someone 

who only blesses God. Curses directed at another person are curses that not only hit 

that person but also hit God in whose likeness that person was made. Since men are 
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made in the image of God, we may not call them names. This is a very practical 

implication of the doctrine of the image of God in man. To reverence God, we not 

only bless Him to His face—but also bless men who are made in His likeness. So do 

not call people bad names. 

God made us in His image so that we might rightly know God, love Him, and 

live with Him in eternal happiness to glorify and praise Him. This is our telos—our 

end. This is God’s purpose. Are you living for the reason for which you were created 

and re-created?  

We should pattern our lives after Jesus, who is the complete revelation of what 

the image of God is like. 

 


